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of the stories.  I shall have more to say about Kshemendra in
Vol. X of the present work.

It is practically impossible to say to what extent the
above-mentioned works have bearing on sacred prostitution.
I have merely endeavoured to acquaint the reader with such
literature as exists dealing with the social life of women of
these early times. It seems, however, quite safe to assert
that from Buddhist times onwards the prostitute, especially
the more learned classes, was held in a certain amount of
esteem. She was an important factor in the palace and often
acquired great wealth. Dancing and singing were among her
accomplishments, but to what extent she was connected with
temples we are not told. Soon after the twelfth century
historical and literary evidence increases and it becomes
possible to examine our data under definite geographical
headings. Although Southern India yields by far the most
material for our discussion, we will begin in the north, and
work slowly southwards.

Northern India

In the introductory remarks to this appendix it has been
shown to what extent Mathura suffered from Mohammedan
invasion. The whole of Northern India was similarly affected,
and the bloody battles, enforced slavery, terrible tortures
and complete destruction of Hindu temples and other public
buildings during the Mohammedan Sultanate of Delhi (1175-
1340) clearly show that the great upheavals so caused made
any continual religious practices of the Hindus an impossi-
bility. By 1340 the Sultanate of Delhi was breaking up and
in the south Vijayanagar was already a powerful kingdom.
I shall have more to say about Vijayanagar in the section on
Southern India*

The destruction of the Hindu temples was continued with
unabated zeal in the Mogul Empire. In the reign of Akbar
(1556-1605) we are told by his most intimate friend, Abu4
Fazl,1 that the prostitutes of the realm (who had collected at
the capital, and could scarcely be counted, so large was their
number) had a separate quarter of the town assigned to them,
which was called Shaitanpurah, or Devilsville. A Ddroghah
(superintendent) and a clerk were also appointed for it, who

1 A'm-i-Akbari, Abu-1-Fazl, Blochmann and Jarrett, BibKo. Indica.
Calcutta, 1873, 1891, 1894 (3 vols.).